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The patient and intelligent worker may rest assured that
his labours will find a return, not perhaps in profit or in
fame, but in that impersonal joy of discovery which, as
those who have tasted it know, is the investigator's best
reward.

1899

To the above Lecture, which was delivered more than
thirty years ago, the following note may be appended.
It was written in response to a request that I should open
a discussion on Magnetism by members of the Physical
Society, in 1930. Apart from these remarks, the dis-
cussion mainly turned on points of theory relative to
such magnetic properties as are shared by other sorts of
matter, not belonging to the ferromagnetic group of metals.

DISCUSSION ON MAGNETISM AT THE PHYSICAL
SOCIETY, 1930

OPENING REMARKS BY SIR ALFRED EWING

A BSTRA CT. The author reviews briefly his early work on hysteresis
in the ferromagnetics, discusses his symbolic models of magnetic
structure, and suggests that ferromagnetism affords the most promising
source of clues to the outstanding problems of magnetic theory.

As a hopelessly old-fashioned magnetician, I find it an
embarrassing compliment to be asked to open this
discussion. You are taking down a dusty piece of appar-
atus from the upper shelf on which it was long ago put,
and inviting it to function. It can do so only in pretty
much the old way. I have nothing new to offer. Perhaps
the best service I can render is to recall some aspects
of the subject which were problems when I began to
study magnetism fifty years ago, and are problems still.
My work dealt exclusively with the curious special